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Images by G Adventures This journey through Egypt packs in amazing culture and adventure in eight energetic days. Explore ancient sites along the Nile and discover the most famous of them all, the Great Pyramids of Giza. Embrace culture and meet amazing people as you sample traditional dishes with nubian
families in the local village. Feel the buzz of the vibrant bazaars of Aswan and Luxor, but still manage to relax and watch life unfold as you sail the Nile in traditional felucca. Day 1: Cairo Arrives anytime. Day 2: Cairo/Aswān Tour the Great Pyramid of Giza and the Sphinx before a guided tour of the Egyptian Museum.
Take the overnight train to Aswan.Day 3: Aswān Explore Aswan before visiting nubia village and enjoy a home-made dinner with the local family. Day 4: Aswān Spend the day exploring Aswan.Day 5: Aswān/Kom Ombo Sail the Nile with traditional felucca. Sleep on a ship under the stars. Day 6: Kom Ombo/Luxor Enjoy a
guided visit to Kom Ombo Temple before driving to Luxor. On the way, visit Karnak Temple.Day 7: Visit Luxor Colossi of Memnon, Valley of the Kings, and Temple of Hatshepsut. Enjoy lunch with local families on the West Bank of the Nile.Day 8: Luxor/Cairo Fly back to Cairo where the tour ends on arrival to Cairo
International Airport in the morning. Although slaves in ancient Egypt worked very hard and were at the disposal of their masters, ancient manuscripts and relics showed that their lives were relatively better than slaves in other cultures. In fact, there is very little difference in the Egyptian record between slaves and
servants. Slaves were housed, fed, and given rest throughout the working day. They also work set hours, like current workers. Slaves were mainly prisoners of war in ancient Egypt. Contrary to the connotations of slaves popular as pieces of property, in ancient Egypt, the connotation of slaves was someone who owed it
to his master. Slavery indentured in early America was a better estimate for slavery in ancient Egypt than the institution of slavery in the United States. One possibility, however, is that slaves can be sold, traded or inherited. Slave children also became slaves when they were old enough to work. Since slaves are
property, they don't have to pay taxes. Egyptian farmers did it. Slaves, therefore, sometimes enjoy a better standard of living than farmers, although they are considered to rank lower in society. Scholars also now believe that, contrary to popular opinion, the great pyramid was not built by slaves who were forced to work
in harsh conditions but by free skilled workers who regarded it as a privilege to be chosen to help build it. ThoughtCo uses cookies to provide great user experience. By using ThoughtCo, you accept our use of cookies. Although most historians and geographers find it difficult to agree on many aspects of the Nile,
including its length and source, virtually recognize that Ancient Egypt would never have existed without a large body of water. Egypt, known to many as the home of the Great Pyramids, the Great Sphinx and other ancient wonders of the world, is not ideally located for advanced civilizations. Besides the Nile, Egypt is
surrounded by tons of sand, which is not really conducive to agriculture and other civilizational foundations. Fortunately for the Egyptians, they knew how to fine the Nile and its ability to turn what appeared to be a barren desert into a thriving kingdom. The strange act of nature consistently allowed the Egyptians to
harness the capabilities of the Nile. While the majority of Egypt and still covered with the sand mentioned above, the watershed next to the Nile offers wildlife and fertile land. This is all due to the predictable rise and fall of Nile water levels each year, known as inundation (rising) and releasing (falling). During the
inundation period, which lasts around July, water will rise and fill canals created by Egyptian laborers. Sometime around the end of October, the river will begin to recede, leaving a rich sediment of mud. The water that has been collected in canals and basins during the inundation period is enough to supply food for the
plant over the next year. The plant is harvested in June before the return of flooding. The cycle is rather reliably repeated every year, although it sometimes produces more water than necessary, which has a negative effect on plants. In the early 1900s, several dams were built in southern Egypt in an effort to control
sometimes overzealous flooding. While dams are able to control flooding to manageable levels, they also reduce the amount of sediment deposits, drastically reducing the fertility of the area. Fortunately for Egyptian farmers, fertilizer is commonplace and they use it to offset changes in land fertility. The system allowed
Egyptian farmers to plant a variety of crops, including staples such as wheat and wheat. In addition to irrigating plants and fertilizing the soil, the Nile puddle period also supplies much-needed drinking water. The rise and fall of the nile's life-giving waters inspired the ancient Egyptians to see it as a cycle of death and
rebirth. The Egyptians experienced so much success cultivating the Nile that the area became densely populated. Therefore, Egyptian society evolved rapidly to develop its own system of recording, accounting, and writing (hieroglyphics). The Nile is not only an agricultural boon for Egypt - it is also the country's most
important highway, serving as a major road to encourage travel and communication capabilities. This function helped connect the lotus part of Egypt to the capital, enabling trade and communication. Although ancient Egyptian society eventually collapsed, the River keep flowing. Eventually, the United Kingdom took
control of the basins of the late 19th century, although it later relinquished control in Africa in the 1950s and 1960s. If you are planning a trip to Egypt, take the time to explore the country's myriad ancient treasures. Ancient Egyptian civilization lasted for more than 3,000 years, during which time its rulers made their mark
on their kingdom with a series of monumental building projects that were increasingly impressive. The architects of Ancient Egypt were so advanced that today, many of these monuments still survive - some of them in excellent condition. For thousands of years, the long-lost pharaoh's pyramids, temples and sphinxes
have acted as an irresistible attraction for visitors from around the world. 01 of 10 Raul_Wong/Getty Images Address Al Haram, Al Giza Desert, Giza Nationality, Egypt Located on the outskirts of Cairo, Giza consists of three different pyramid complexes. These are the Great Pyramid of Khufu, the Pyramid of Khafre and
the Pyramid of Menkaure. The Great Pyramid is one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and the only one that still stands today. Each complex houses the tombs of different Egyptian pharaohs, and in front of them lies the Sphinx, whose Arabic name translates as Father of Terror. Incredibly, this cat-like
sculpture is carved from a block of stone. The Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx were built about 4,500 years ago during the fourth dynasty of the Old Kingdom of Egypt. It is thought khufu pyramid itself requires 20,000 workers and two million stone blocks. 02 of 10 dangrytsku / Getty Images In ancient times, the Temple
Complex of Karnak was known as the most chosen place, and was dedicated to worshipping the King of all Gods, Amun-Ra. As part of the ancient city of Thebes, the complex was built for about 1,500 years, from the time of Senusret I to the Ptolemaic period. It was the most important place of worship for the ancient
Thebans, and today the ruins of the complex are scattered over a large area of more than 240 hectares. These include spectacular temples, chapels, stalls, poles and obelisks, all dedicated to the god Theban. It is the second largest ancient religious complex on the planet, while the Hypostyle Hall at the Great Temple of
Amun is considered one of the largest architectural masterpieces in the world. 03 of the 10 Visions of Our Land/ Getty Images The Luxor Temple is located on the east bank of the Nile in the center of Luxor, a city known in ancient times as Thebes. Construction was begun by Pharaoh of the New Kingdom Amenophis III
around 1392 BC, and completed by Ramesses II. The temple is used to celebrate festivals and rituals, including the annual Theban Opet festival. During the festival, statues of Amun-Ra, his wife Mut and their son Khonsu were carried in a procession from Karnak to Luxor in celebration of marriage and fertility. Luxor
Temple survived as a temple under the Greeks and Romans, was once a church, and today a Muslim mosque remains One of the halls. Luxor Temple is beautifully lit at night so it is worth to visit the site at sunset. 04 of 10 Oscar Dahl From the 16th to the 11th centuries BC, the Egyptian pharaoh abandoned the idea of
the pyramids as a burial place and decided to celebrate the afterlife in the Valley of the Kings. The valley is located opposite Luxor on the west bank of the Nile. Here, pharaohs are exterminated and buried in deep tombs along with their favorite pets and sacred artifacts. Of these, Tutankhamun's tomb may be the most
famous, but to date, no fewer than 64 tombs and rooms have been found in the valley. The Valley of the Queen is located at the southern end of the necropolis, which is where the queen and their children are interrogated. Many more tombs are located here, including from ramesses II's wife Queen Nefertari. Continue to
5 out of 10 below. 05 of 10 Kraig Becker Located in southern Egypt, the Abu Simbel temple complex is one of the most recognized monuments in the ancient world. The temples were originally carved into solid rock cliffs during the reign of Ramesses II. It is thought they were built to celebrate the king's victory over the
Hittites at the Battle of Kadesh. The Great Temple is 98 feet (30 meters) tall and has four colossal statues of Ramesses sitting on his throne wearing the crowns of Lower and Upper Egypt. The Little Temple is dedicated to Ramesses' wife, Nefertari. After the Aswan Dam was built in the 1960s, archaeological sites were
cut into large blocks, which were then moved one by one to higher ground and reorganed to prevent flood damage. 06 of the 10 Print Collectors/Hulton Archive/Getty Images The Djoser Pyramid is located in the Necropolis of Saqqara in the Ancient Egyptian capital memphis. Built in the 27th century BC, it was the earliest
known pyramid, and its sides stepped into a prototype for slimmer pyramids and smoother sides in places like Giza. It was designed to hold the remains of Pharaoh Djoser by its architect, Imhotep, who set some precedents with its innovative design. At 204 feet (63 meters), it was the tallest building of its time, and was
also considered one of the earliest examples of stone architecture. For his great achievements, Imhotep was then worshiped as the guardian god of architects and doctors. In its heyday, the pyramids would be covered with polished white limestone. 07 of 10 photography florentina georgescu/Getty Images The Temple of
Horus in Edfu is considered the best preserved of all Ancient Egyptian monuments. It was built between 237 and 57 BC during the Ptolemaic dynasty and honors the eagle-headed god Horus. Horus fulfilled many different roles and was known as the god of heaven as well as the god of war and hunting. The temple
complex is huge, and has impressive poles and birthplaces, with excellent reliefs and carvings depicting the various stories of Horus. Inscriptions called buildings are also maintained maintained tells the history of the construction of the Temple. Edfu is located about halfway between Aswan and Luxor and is a very
common stop on Nile cruises. 08 of 10 valeri_shanin / Twenty20 Kom Ombo Temple is unusual because it is a double temple, with two symmetrical parts dedicated to two different triads of gods. One and a half are dedicated to Horus the Elder, Tasenetnofret and their son Panebtawy. The other half is dedicated to Torn,
the crocodile god of creation and fertility, and his family Hathor and Khonsu. These temples are impressive in part because of their perfect symmetry and also because of their beautiful riverside location. Construction was initiated by Ptolemy VI Philometor in the early 2nd century BC. Both temples depict their respective
deities along with their families and are built using local sandstone. The temples offer excellent examples of hieroglyphics, carved columns and reliefs. Continue to 9 out of 10 below. 09 of 10 philippe giraud/Getty Images Address Qism Qena, Qena, Qena Governorate, Egypt The Dendera Complex houses one of Ancient
Egypt's most preserved temples, the Temple of Hathor. Hathor is a goddess of love, motherhood, and joy, commonly depicted in the form of a cow with a sun disc. Hathor Temple was built during the Ptolemaic dynasty, although it is thought that foundations may have been laid during the Middle Kingdom. It is a large
complex, covering more than 430,500 square feet (40,000 square meters). The Zodiac Dendera comes from this site, and there are several great paintings and reliefs, including a depiction of Cleopatra and her son Caesarion. The temple is just north of Luxor and is often the first stop for those sailing on the Nile. 10 of 10
Photos by De Agostini / A. Dagli Orti / De Agostini Picture Library / Getty Images (cropped) Address Agilkia Island,، Qism Aswan, Aswan's troubles, The Egyptian Telephone +20 97 2478084 The Temple of Isis was built on the island of Philae, where the Isis cult dates back to the 7th century B.C The temple today dates
from 370 B.C., while the most important aspects were started by Ptolemy II Philadelphus and added to the reign of the Roman emperor Diocletian. Smaller shrines and temples near the main temple celebrate the gods involved in the myths of Isis and Osiris. Philae was one of the last outposts of Egyptian religion,
surviving two centuries after the Roman Empire was converted to Christianity. The goddess of motherhood and fertility, Isis was a popular deity whose cult spread throughout the Roman empire and beyond. Today, the temple has been moved to nearby Agilkia Island to prevent flooding.
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